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Pir Ilahi Bakhsh

Karachi, (Pakistan), dated 16-9-1960.
Mr. Marian Mole,

Paris, (France), dated 12-8-1962.
Prof. Q. Annemarie Schimmel,

Bonn (W. Germany), dated 30-1~1963.
Mr. C.A. Storey,

Sussex (U.K.), dated 31 ]~1963

Mr Marian Mole,

Paris, (France), dated 2-2-1963.
Prof. Dr. A.J. Arberry,

Cambridge (U.K.), dated 2-5-1963.
Dr. Freeland Abbott,

Massachusetts (U.S. A.), dated 15-6-1964.
Dr. J.M.S. Baljon,

Groningen (Holland), dated 9-8-1964.
Dr. Yohanan Friedmann,

Montreal (Canada), dated 8-7-1964.
Dr. Peter Hardy,

London (U.K.), dated 10-4-1969.

Dr. J.M.S. Baljon,

Levden (Holland), dated 10-2-1973.
Dr. @Qasim al-Samarrai, )

Leiden (Holland), dated 24-2-1976.
Prof. Dr.J. M. S. Baljon,

Levden (Holland), dated 24-5-1979.
Dr. Rabara D. Metcalf,

Berkeley (U.S.A.), dated 10-] ~1980.
Dr. Charles J. Adams,

New York (U.S.A.), dated 23-3-1982.
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Pir Tiahi Bakhsh P.1.B. Colony 2,
M. A., LL. B. Karachi.
Dated: 16-9-1960.

Dear Masood Sahib,

Thanks for your letter. There is a
small Village near Bhan., It is called Sayedabad.
Because Sayed had big Zamedari there and had
his Haris settled there. To my knowledge there
is no such sect or tribe called Rosh-nai Farga
in the Dadu District. It is for the firsttime
that I have heard about this sect.

However I will again try to find out if
there is any such sect in our District or else
where in Sind. When I came to know I shall
let you know about it.

Any other order,

With Salam,
Yours sincerely,

sd/ -
(PIR ILLAHI BAKHSH)



MY

Fort-du-Flasne,
Jura, August 12,1962

Mohammad Masood,

I am very confused for not having replied
to your two letters you kindly addressed me
last year. 1 hope you will excuse me. I am
very delighted to make acquaintance with you
and to thank you very much for your letters.

You are asking me about my projected
studies on the Nagshbandi order, I would like
to study the history of this order, their custom¢
and their doctrines at different periods. Before
all, I project to give critical editions of some
important texts. For some years, [ prepared
a critical edition of two versions of the Anisut-
talibin by Salah B. Mubarak Bukhari, a biography
of Baha al-Din Nagshband, as well as of some
minor texts concerning that famous Saint. As
yet 1 did not find a publisher that will undertake
it; it is indeed very difficult to publish Persian
texts while staying in Europe.

I began to work on the biography of
Khwaja Ahrar, Silsilat al-arifin, based on the
Tehran and Aligarh manuscripts and would like
{o compare it with the materials contained in
the other biography of this Nagshbandi, the
Rashahat ain al-hayat. Then I would study
Khwajagi Kasani and the penetration of the
Nagshbandiya in Ottoman states. But, before

all, 1 would like to study the Mujaddid and
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his critic of the theories of Ibn Arabi. It is
for that purpose 1 began to study the Kubrawi
Ala al-Dawla Simnani who, some 250 years
earlier, likewise opposed the wahdat al-wu-jud
and whose mystical doctrine seems very like
that of the Mujaddid. 1 propose to publish some
of his works - a treatise has been printed last
year - as well as those of some other Kubrawis
Four treatieses by Kubra himself are in the
press now, and I wish to publish some other
ones; and I termined a critical edition of the
Tuhfat al-barara by Majd al-Din Baghdadi.

[ am very interested in your articles on
the Mjuaddid. I have read some Urdu and can
read it; I wish to study it more thoroughly. I
will see if it will be possible to publish a
translation of it here. After returning at
Paris next month I will send you the off prints
of some of my articles,

Yours' faithfully,
sd/ -

(M. MORE)



FpY

-

Bonn, Lennestr. 42 30-1-1963.

Dear Mr. Ahmed,

Thank you very much for your kind

letter informing me about your research work
on Urdu translation of the Holy Quran. As
soon as the off-prints of my article on Sindhi-
Translations are out I shall send you a copy -
unfortunately it takes so much time until the
off-prints are ready, I am waiting for them
since several months.

I think it would be useful for you to
contact in connection with your work Professor
Dr. M. Hamidullah, Paris VI, 4 Rue de
Tournon who is the greatest authority on
translation problems, and is, as I know,
collecting also Urdu translations. I am
sure he will be glad to learn about your work
and will help you as far as possible.

With the best wishes for your research

work T am
Yours sincerely,

Sd/ -
Prof. Dr. Annemarie Schimmel
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13 Lawrence Road,
Hove 3,
Susex.

31 January 1963.

Dear Mr. Mas'ud Ahmed,

Very many thanks for the information
that you have so kindly sent me about , é&;ﬁu!

I am always glad to receive corrections
of that kind, even though I am not always very
prompt in acknowledging them.

I have a working knowledge of Urdu and
can read without much difficulty the kind of
language in which scholars write learned
articles. Please, however, do not trouble to
send me the article contributed by you to
Ma'arif and Burhan I think it will be enough
for my purpose, if I make a note of the
references in the hope that I may be able to
include them in one of my future lists of
additions and correttions.

Yours sincerely,
sd/ -

C.A. STOREY
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- Paris,
2nd February, 1963
Dear Mohammad Masood Ahmad,

Thank you very much for your letters,
and excuse me for not having replied as yet
o the first two ones. This morning [ sent
you my edition of the Pseude Kitab al-insan
11-kamil of 'Aziz-i-Nasafi, and am hoping it
will reach you before long. It will necessitiate
some additions, for last October I found some
further manuscripts of the Manazil al-Sa'irin
at Istanbul, and this allows more definite
conclusions that it was possible to draw in my
mtroduction. So I propose myself to publish in
the near future an article on these manuscripts
in a periodical.

As for my edition of the Ani'su 't-talibin,
[ found some further mss. also among them
one at Edirne (Adrinople) dated 823 h., some
twenty years after its composition. So I am
colltionnating these mas; and I did not find a
publisher for it. An Iranian friend promised me
to occupy himself in finding one in Persia,
but as yet there is nothing definite about it.

I am glad you are translating the Risala-
i-Futuwwatiyya of Hamadani; and will be
obliged to you if you send me it after its
publication. As for the sources for the authors
biography, the most ancient one is the Khulasat
al-Manaqgib by Nur al-Din Ja'far Badakhshi.
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+here are mss of it at Oxford, Berlin,
Istanbul, Tashkent and Lahore (at the Punjab
University Library). I prepared an edition of
it, based on three mss. but did not find an
edition for it - it is the same as with the
Anisu 't-taliba. Would it not be possible to find
an editcr for it in Pakistan or India? I like-
wise prepared an edition of a further biography,
Manqabat, al-jawahir, writien some fifty or
sixty years later by Haider-i Badakhshi, based
on two manuscripts. These are mot big books,
the two to-gether will not make an Anisu't-
talibin. 1 will be grateful to you if you could
tell me about these possibilities. If there is

a possibility, 1 shall write an Introduction in
English. I would like to edite other tracis of
Hammadani in due course.

1 did not, as yet make a thorough study
of the Mujaddidi literature Ch. Abdul Aziz has
sent me, but I hope to do it now. While in
Damascus, I acquired some Nagshbandi books
in Arabic, Principally about Mawlana Khalid;
and I was very glad to find, back in Paris,
the Maktubat of Khalid's teacher, Shah Ghulam
Ali Dihlawi.

For the time beingy, I am studying some
latter Kubrawis, Kamal-al-Din Khwarazmi and
others. There is some material on the
Nagshbandiya in these writings also. And from
Istanbul I brought some material on early
Nagshbandi in the Ottoman states, notably on
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shaikh Ilahi who introduced the triga at
lstanbul early after thc¢ conquest.

I am working also on a critical biblio-
vraphy of the Shaikh 'Ala-al-Dawla Simnani.
| found some further mss. of his works at
Istanbul, among others a tract in which he
onumerates his works in Arabic prior to 714 h.
| was glad to find there the Mannazir al-mahadir
which I published from a late and poorly
conserved mss.

[ am really glad to have a correspondence
with you and please excuse me if I did not
reply you soon. I would be very obliged to you
if you could send me once more the issues of
Al-Furqan with your article. It is a pity the
registered parcel was presented when there
was none at Paris to receive them - myself
at Beirut or Istanbul, and my wife in the
landside.

Your's faithfully,

(M. MOLE)



Pembroke College,

Cambridge.

2 May, 1963.
Dear Mr. Ahmad,

Thank you for your letter of 24 April.
I have hunted, but in vain, for further reference
to the Lecture by Sir Mohammad Igbal on Shaikh
Ahmad Sirhindi, and do not think it could have
been published in this Country.

Do yvou know of the distinction which the
late Professor R.A, Nicholson drew between
'Pantheism' and what he called 'panentheism' -
the term he coined to describe the monistic
doctrine of certain Sufis ? I think it has an
important bearing on the question of Selfhood.

Yours sincerely,

sd/-
(A.J. ARBERRY)
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Dept. of History
Tufts University,
Medford, Massachusetts
June 15, 1964

Muhammad Masood Ahmed

¢c/19, 2262 Ghooramal Lane

Hyderabad, (West Pakistan)

Dear M. M. Ahmad,
I have received your letter of June 6 and

am forwarding you copies of my articles in
the Muslim World on Shah Waliullah.

I know of no scholar in America who has
studied the Shaikh Ahmed of Sarhand; you might
contact Professor Charles Adams at the
Institute of Islamic Studies, McGill University,
Montreal, Canada, who is in a better position
to have such information than I. I have published
an article which deals with Shaikh Ahmad; it was
published in the first two issues of Islamic
Studies, the quarterly publication of the Indian
Institute of Islamic Studies. I hope this
information -~ill prove useful to you and I wish
you continued success in your study of Shaikh
Ahmad of Sarhand.

With ail best wishes,

Cordially yours,

sd/-
B Freeland Abbc.t,
By Cmm Associate Professor
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Montreal, July 8, 1964
Dear Professor Ahmad,

Dr. Adams has asked me to reply to
your letter of June 24. The best places to
collect material about Shaykh Ahmed Sirhindi
are, as far as I know, the libraries of the
British Museum and of the India Office in
London. Most of the manuscripts relevant to
the subject have been catalogued in Storey's
Persian Literature and in Rieu's Catalogue of
the Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum.
A good bibliography of the printed works can
be found in the article Ahmad Sirhindi in the
new edition of the Encyclopaedia of Islam. I
have recently heard that a thesis on the
Mujaddid has been submitted to the School of
Oriental and African Studies of the University
of London by Mirza Qadir Baig and is available
at that scheoi's library.

If there is any other service that I
may render in this connection, please feel
free to call on wme.

Your sincereiy,
Sd/ -

Yohanan Friedmann
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School of Oriental &
African Studies,
University of London,
London, W.C.I.
10-4-1969

Professor Muhammad Mas‘ud Ahmad,
Government Degree College,
QUETTA.

Dear Professor Ahmad,

Thank you for your letter of 6th April,1969.
The particulars of the Fatawa which Dr. Zaidi
has told you are to be found in the India Office
Library are insufficient for me to be able to
trace them without some considerable difficulty.
It is not clear whether they are to be found in
Government Proceedings or in Urdu lithographed
or persian lithographed texts, or whether those
by Mufti Mohammad Mazharullah would be
readily identifiable.

As presumably Dr. Zaidi has precise
information of the location of 'a huge collection’
in the India Office Library, might I trouble you
to ask him for further particulars ? I doubt
very much whether they would be found under
some such title as 'the freedom movement of
India' I am very willing to find out what I can,
but as Dr. Zaidi is obviously referring to
something of which he has personal knowledge,
it would save much time if he could be asked
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to give an indiention of where one should start
to look. As he nhould be aware. My teaching
duties prevent me [rom getfting to the India
Office Lilwrnry uas often as I would like, and

it is obviously desirable that I should go straight
to the tarpet, so to speak when I do get there.

I shall look<forward to hearing from vou

i,
Yours sincerely,

Sd/ -
P. HARDY.
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Leyden, 10th Feb, 1873
My dear Dr. M. Masood Ahmad,

It was a great pleasure to receive a letter
from vou. Certainly, I do remember you very
well, Perhaps, there will be also in the near
future a possibility to meet each other again.

I am appointed a representative of the
Leyden University for the Celebrations of the
Lahore Oriental College Centenary. Unfortunately
they were postponed last December on account
of 'unavoidable circumstances', but there is a
chance that they will be held now about the first
week of March.. In that case 1 will combine my
trip to Lahore with a visit of some days in
Hyderabad to see all the good friends again.

A most interesting and capable study of
Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (sub-title: An Outline of
His Thought and Study of His Image in the Eyes
of Posterity) has been published in 1971 by the
Jewish scholar Yohanan Friedmann (McGill-
Queen's University Press, Monireal and Londonj.
It has also an extensive bibliography. It is a
very stimulating work, and is a revised version
of a Ph.D. thesis submitted to ihe Institute of
Islamic Studies of McGill Univessity in 1966.

To-day I finished an English translation of
S.W.A.'s Ta '"Wil al-ahadith. It will be published
by Brill. Then I wrote four articles dealing with
S, W.A.,'s Thought, but the main work I intend
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to publish is still not ready. I worked through
all the material and I have to write 'only’'. Rut
it is hard to find sufficient time, since I am
working as Professor of Islamology here at the
Leyden University. In Groningen more time was
ieft, when I was there a Reader for Islam and
the Religions of India.

Is your thesis on Urdu Translations and
commentries of Quran deliverable ? I am
really interested in the subject. Do you know
of the existence of an Urdu translation of
Sirhindi's Maktubat ? [ am in need of it, for
Urdu is more familiar to me than Persian.

With kindest regards, your sincerely

sd/ -

(J. M.S. BALJON)
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Boerhaavelaan 128,
Leiden-Holland
24th February: 1976

My dear Dr. Mohammad Masood Ahmed,

I was very surprised and at the same time
very pleased to receive a letter from you friend
unexpectedly. I am grateful as well as our
'Abd al-Aziz who introduced me to you and by
doing so I have gained new friend in Allah
Almighty.

[ am again very pleased to learn that you
are interested in Sufism and in Shaikh Ahmed
Sirhindi and I may be right to assume that your
interest is extended as well to include Shaikh
Shah Wali Allah, or am I assuming too much ?

As I have just finished writing an article
on an article and published by J.M.S. Baljon
(Two lists of Prophets, a comparison between
Ibn Arabi's Fusus al-Hikam and Shah Wwali-Allah'
Ta'wil al-Ahadith) in "Nederlands Theologisch
Tijdschrift' I shall be glad to hear your opinion
about it, I shall send a photo-copy to you and
one to Abd al-Aziz. '

You asked me if I read Urdu ? I must
admit my short-comings not only in Urdu but
in Persian as well. I only know Arabic, English,
Dutch and some German and Trukish but Iwished
very much to know. persian because only for the
faat that many Sufi works are. in farsi.
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Is it true that Kiteb al-Khair al-Kathir
of Shah Wali Allah now in the press in Pakistan

My dear Muhammad, .I am looking forward
to hearing soon from you. Do give best salam
to Abd al-Aziz if you write him or see him an
may God bless you both.

Yours

sSd/ -
Q. al-Samarrai.
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I"tof: Dr. J. M. S. Baljon, Leyden, 24-5-19%79,
I’'lantsoen 73-Leiden
Tel. 071-20826

My dear Prof. Masood,

Thank you very much for your kind letter
of 18-4-79. Besides, thanks to your good »ffices
[ received by sea mail an impressive amount of
hooks most useful for a study of Ahmed Rida
Khan's thought. But the consigner, Markazi
Majlis-i-Riza did not inclose an invoice. What
nre the costs ?

It was inferesting to hear that it was your
personal initiative (and not a question of family
lradition) to devote your intellectual pursuits
lo Ahmad Rida Khan " as a result of a pleasant
inc. iv~", What was that incident? You make
me ... 'isu.ve! By education you are a Deobandi,
in yuuo Sio..*ly inwcrest an advocate of Ahmad
Rida Khan. [ tue lau~r does not agree with the
Deobandis, whose side do you choose? Now you
have drawn my attention :~ A.R. Kh.[ find him
mentioned tc my surprise.quite often. In Hamdard
Islamicus, “/ol.I.2, P.87 Bazmee Ansari refers
to your bool. Fadil Barelawi awr Tark-i-Mawalat.
In an unpublished thesis of an American lady
Barbara Daly Metcalf, called The Reformist
Ulama: Mus im Religious leadership in India,
1860-1900 " *University of California, Berkeley,
1974) sever:l pages are devoted to the signifi-
cance of Ah.nad Rida. On p. 346 she tells of him:
"Tw thwart -eformist criticism, he claimed that

Shel Waliu lah had encoursged similar practices
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. % like keeping a white chicken, drawing
wro0d on Saturdays, and repeating durud when
plucking a flower). many, presumably of the
character of amaliy™ andta'wiz . This remark
Miss Metcalf bases on information, derived
from Abd al-Hakim Khan, Akhtar Shahdjanpuri's
A'la Hazrat Ka Fighi Magam, pp.25-31, i.e.

a secondary source. But can you guote to me
passage where A,R. Kh. himself says so?
And does he mention also in which of S.W, A,
he did find these views corroborating his own?
It is true that in one of his early writings al
(Qawl al-djamel) S.W. A, seems not averse
from such-like practices, being still under the
impact of his father, Abd al-Rahim who e.g.
by the end of his life donated his son two hairs
of the Prophet. But later on S.W,A. became
increasingly critic of institutions like wvisiting
the tombs of Mo'in al-Din Hasan Sidjzi and
Salar Mas'ud. He brackets such customs with
worshipping handmade things and invocating
al-lat and al-Uzza (see Tafhimat-i Iahiyya
Vol. 11, p. 15).

It is rot me, but an intelligent student
of mine, drs. J.ter Hear who makes a study
of Sirhindi's Jlaktubat. In the end he will
puhliish his jindings in a thesis. Cne of his
problems is: Are the Maktubat published in a
chronoligal order? If so,. then you may trace
a particular development in his thought. Further,
does he adant his views to the level of
education of the addressee, so that he exprosses
himself morz cautious if the addressee is of a
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Pywer intellectual level? 1 would like to hear
your opinion in this matter (unfortunately, as
s rule, we know so little about the addressees

lhemselves).

Western scholars who know Urdu and
sre at the same time interested in Islam are
very few, indeed, Miss Metcalf is one of
them. Then of course, Prof.W.C. Smith and
prof. Annemarie Schimmel (Lenne - strasse
12, BONN, West Germany), and Prof. Bausani
in Italy.

With many salams,

Yours sincerely,

sd/ -
(J.M.S. BALJON)

it is said that at the end of the nineteenth
century Ahmad Rida issued a fatwa of takfir
igainst the Deobandis, because they insulted -
hoth God and the Prophet.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BERKLEY
CENTER FOR SOUTH AND
SOUTHEAST ASIA STUDIES.

Berkeley California 92720
January 10, 1980,

Dear Dr. Mohammad Masood Ahmed:

Thank you very much for your note of
last fall. I was in Philadelphia during that
period and have only now returned to Berkeley.
I am very distressed that you did not get my
reply to your earlier letter. I was sincerely
overwhelmed with gratitude for your generosity
in sharing your learning with me and I was
very pleased to have such careful comments
from someone so well informed. I did send a
reply to you from here and do not know it
could have gone astray. I am very sorry for

that and must now send you my very belated
thanks.

Thank you also for the two new references
you sent to me. If I am able at some point to
get back to the subcontinent I will certainly
check them out. I am especially interested in
your news about the center at Aligarh.

I was also pleased to learn that you had
completed a substantial research article on
Ahmed Rida Khan I am very sorry that my own
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schedule for the next several months would
make it impossible for me to translate it. 1
hope that it will be translated, for it would
be a very valuable addition to an important
pubject.

Thank you again very much for your
helpfulness. I hope this letter finds you well.

Sincerely yours,

Sd/ -
BARBARA D. METCALF.
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P.0O. Box 13,
Jay, New York
U.S. A, 12841
March 23, 1982.

Dear Dr. Muhammad Mas'ud Khan:

Your letter of January 5 reached me only
a few days ago. I am on leave from my
university in the present year, and in conseqgu-
ence the delivery of mail is slow. I trust you
will understand.

Prior to receiving vour letter I had not
heard the name of Ahmad Rida Khan of Bareili,
nor to my knowledge is there any mention of
him in any Eurppean language publication that
I have read. From vour account of him, however
it appears that he was a highly productive and
creative man whose life and thought should be
properly investigated. 1 was very pleased to
learn that vou have taken up this interesting
task, and] look forward to the result of your
studies when they are completed.

In principle there would be a great deal
of interest in associating someone with an
interest in Ahmad Rida Khan with the Institute
of Islamic Studies at McGill University. In the
past we from time to timehave invited disting-
uished scholars with such research projects to
spend one or more years with us in Montreal.
In more recent times, however, practical
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considerations have brought an end to such
activities. There is something of crisis of
higher education in North America because of
the out back of Government support to colleges
and universities, and almost everywhere,
McGill included, programs are being reduced
or eliminated. The Institute, therefore, no
longer has any funds of any kind that it can
use for project such as you describe, as
interesting and as valuable as it might be.
You may be sure that it is sad for us as
well as you that such an answer has to be
given to your inquiry.

May I take this opportunity to wish you
well with your work on Ahmed Rida Khan. I
trust that someday we may have the pleasure
of meeting so that I may learn more of this
important man.

Sincerely,
sd/ -
Charles J. Adams

Director, Islamic Studies
McGill University.
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