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The student of Islamic Mysticism who
IS anxious to see an all embracing
exposition of the of principle of unity,
must take up the heavy volumes of
the Andalusian Ibn al-Arabi, whose
prfound teaching stands in strange
contrast with the dry-as-dust Islam of
his countrymen. |
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The cry "Back to the Quran”
to Muhammad® has been heud
before , and the responses hwe
hitherto been some what
-~ He sees that Hindu Intellectualism
and Islamic pantheism has destroyed
the capacity for action -- now, this
capacity depends ultimately on the
conviction that "Khudi® - is real and

is not merely an illusion of mind. 3
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Much as He dislikes the type of
sufism exehibited by Hafiz, He pays
homage to the pure and the profound
genious of Jalaluddin, though He

rejects the doctrine of
self-abandonment taught by the great
persian mystic and does not
accompany him in his pantheistic
flights 4.
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“In the reign of the Emperor Jahangir
(1605-1628) there was a cretain Sunni
theologian, named Shaykh Ahmad
Mujaddid, who especially distinguished
himself by energy with which he
controverted the doctrines of Shi'ahs.
The latter, being at this time in
favour at court, succeeded in having
him imprisoned on some frivolous
charges. During the two years that he
was kept in Prison he converted to
Islam  sveral hundred idolaters who
were his companions in the same
Prison.” (3)
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The Nagshbandi order did not attain
such a vouge in India as the other
mentioned above; it was introduced
there by Shaikh Ahmad, al-Farugqi,

who died at Sirhind in 1625. (4)
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"Sheikh  Yaqub  Kashmiri  had
introduced him 10 the Kibruya order
from which he seems 1o have imbibed
much of the “insolationist” Political
Philosophy of Sayyid Al Hamadani®
(13)
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“But before all, I would like 10 sutdy
the Mujaddid and his criticism of the
theories of Ibn Arabi. It is for that
purpose I began to study the Kubra i
Ala Dawala simnani who, some 250
year earlier, likewise opposed the
Wahdat al-Wujud and whose mystical
doctrine seems very like that of the

Mujaddid’ (14)
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It is difficult to estimate the exact.
direct and indirect influence of Shaikh

Ahmad on Jahangir, but there is no
doubt that the easy going emperor
was by no means the pagan depicted
by Sir ThomasRoe and other

European Chromniclers (p 263)
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It is not surprising therefore that
Shaikh Ahmad’s doctrine of
Phenomeno-logical monism had such a
revolutionary impact on Indian Islam.
It rediverted its various streams,
orthodox, liberal and esoteric into a
single channel; it relaxed the tension
between the religious law and mystical
experience, it resolved the age long
conflict between the sufis and the
ulema uniting them in a single
esynthesis of solidarity. It is also not
surprising that  Shaikh  Ahmad’s
influence on Islam outside India was
also quite cosiderable --
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In a way he was the pioneer of what
Modern Islam is to-day in Indian

subcotinent. (15)
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During the reign of Jahangir a
remarkable leader emerged, Shaikh

Ahmad of Sirhind, one of the two
greatest Muslim theologians produced
on the subcontinent. (24)
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" The practical sciences for Shaikh Ahmad '
those relating directly to the Quran, the Sunnah
and the Shari’ah. (25)
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and to that of all fundamentalist
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Muslims, is the idea that the present
is to be controlled by the Laws of
Islam; the Laws of Islam are not to
be controlled by the present.” (26)
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"There can be no question that the
Shaikh’s influence was tremendous ,
By preaching, by conversations, and
by letters Shaikh Ahmad sought to
convince the Muslim nobility of the
importance of abandoning the many
innovatioins that had been introduced
into Islam in India, and of returning
to the true faith." (27)
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"The teaching of Shaikh Ahmad was
spread by hundred of his students.
The Emperor Aurangzeb became a
follower of one of his sons, and
intellectuals all over Mughal India
became  associated with  Shaikh

Ahmad’s teacHings, and, indeed, with
his Nagshbandi order as well.” (28)
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"Aurangzeb’s reign represents the
culmination of Shaikh  Ahmad's
teachings. He was  motivated
throughout his reign to bring the
state, and the life of every Muslim,
into strict agreement with the Sharia
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intcrprcted by Shaikh Ahmad” (29)
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"There can be no doubt that Shaikh
Ahmad was a great decisive factor on
the Indian scene, but the
fundamentalists could not have been
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strongly revived in India with creaung
divisions? One party can thus praise
the Shaikh for bringing Indian Islam
back to the true path, While another
can assail him for starting procedures
which hastened the collapse of the
Mughal state. (32)
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Shaikh Ahmad’s influence on posterity

has been great indeed. His was truly
the call ‘Back to Muhammad’' with

223



far-reaching consequences in both
religious and political terms. His
teaching radically affected
contemporary Mushm thinking, giving
it a new mystical and religio-juridical
content. It opposed secularization o
Muslim rule in India and set in
motion those forces for the recreation
of the pre-Akbar system which
triumphed during the reign of
Jahangir's grandson Emperor
Aurangzib. (34)
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