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Truly it is the revelation of Lord of all Being,
brought down by the faithful spirit upon Thy heart.
(Shu ‘ara: 26/ 192,193,194)
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THE REVERENCE OF
THE HOLY QUR’AN

Q

The respect and revercnce are the life and soul of
Islamic Society. Without soul, the body is lifeless. The
motive of respect is affection. The affection is generated by
acknowledgement of greatness. The acknowledgement of
greatness resuits from acknowledgement of reality. When
reality is denied, then the acknowledgement of greatness is
lost. When the greatness is denied, the feeling of affection
will end. Therefore Allah Ta?a, while drawing our
attention towards the realities and the acknowledgement of
their great-ness, said:

And whoever respects the signs of Allah, it is
due to the piety of hearts.'

Allah’s signs belong to Allah. The human beings must
acknowledge their pgreatness and reality. Allah Ta‘la
Himself has taught the lesson of reverence and honour of
His signs.

i. Prophet Ibrahim (ﬁLJL:[&}, standing on a stone,

constructed the Holy Kaba (the House of Allah). Allah
Ta ‘la directed about that stone:

And prophet Ibrahim’s standing place, should
be made a place of prayer.?
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This stone, by being installed before the door of HOLY
KABA, was madc a memorial. This was the honour and
reverence of this stone.

ii. When Prophet Musa ([ﬂv"ui) came at Mount Sinai, it
was directed:

Thou put off your footwears, Of course! You
are in the sacred forest of TUVA.}

That sacred valley, which was the place of splendor of
Allah, was so much respected and revered that Prophet

Musa (m»J’,::!F) was ordered to take off His foot wears.

iii. TABUT—-SAKINA, wooden box that was brought
down from the Sky and was full of divine blessings in

which Prophet Musa’s (ﬁJ'JL:Ii) and Prophet Haroon’s
([J’.L"L_Ji) belonging were kept, was introduced in Qur’an
as such:

In which there i1s peace of hearts bestowed by
your God (Allah) and some left — over things of

Prophet Musa (ﬁJ.JL:L) and Prophet Haroon

([I'J»JL:JF} inheritance, and which will be carried

by the Angels; Of course, in this there 1s a
great sign for you! If you have faith.*.

Lo! The box, which contained the blessed belongings of

Prophet Musa (I'U»"L:[F) and Prophet Haroon ([IJ-JL::J-F) H
being carried by the Angels!



4

One of my friends, who had the chance to go inside the
Holy Kaba, told me :

I saw that old utensils are hanging up, on
-chords, in the ceiling of the Holy Kaba.

Certainly, these utensils would have been belongings of
the dignified Prophets. Whether these utensils are still there
or not is not known as Holy Kaba has been renovated. The
gist of all these details is that the signs of Allah should be
given due honour, and respect. The dishonour of these
signs is the disgrace of the Order of Allah.

The Holy Kaba, is the great sign of Allah Ta‘la. The
Holy Kaba 1s not just the name of a building made up of
stone and bricks, but it extends from the lowest ebb below
the earth to the highest pinnacles in skies and beyond, all is

the Holy Kaba. The Holy Prophet (H’;ﬁbﬁl(}i } affirmed :

Whoever respected the Hu!y Kaba, Allah has
revered him/her °.

And declared:

Even to have a look towards the Holy Kaba 1s a

prayer®.

I-Ié also affirmed :

Until this Ummah fully honours the Holy
Kaba, 1t will always be living with prosperity.
When it will cease to honour, it will be
destroyed.”
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You have viewed that so much emphasis has been made
to the respect of the Holy Kaba. 1t is in our interest that we
should obey the Commands of Allah and the Holy Prophet

(e S,
Q

The Holy Kaba is the House of Allah. Qur’an is Allah’s
Book. It is Allah’s Conversation (Kalam). Some people
consider it like a general Book; It is not so. It is revealed
from God in the same form as it is, and 1s in the form of a
Book with us. It is in such an Arabic (language) that even a
native Arab neither can speak nor write.® This is because it

is Allah’s words. Of course Qur'an was brought down in
Arabic. It is not so that its sense was revealed, and the Holy

Prophet (rl';ﬁle.'hld'g ) presented it i Arabic (language)

and bestowed to us. Qur’an is itself a witness that it has
been revealed in Arabic.’

i) Inclear Arabic language. (Shu‘ara,26/95)

i1) In this manner, We made this Qur'an easy, in
your language. (Dukhan, 44/98)

Qur’an was indeed a Book, and came to us in a Book
form. It is often mentioned in Qur’an:

i)  This is a Book, there is nothing doubtful
. o lﬁ
1n if.

ii) Book from Allah, "
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1i1))  No doubt, Allah revealed this Book with
Haq (Truth). '?

iv) Irevealed the Book on you. 13

v) The Book of Allah. !4

vi) Book with clear Description. '3

vii) Illuminated Book. '
viii) Book of Wisdom. "’

Allah Ta‘la took up the responsibility of protection of
this book :

Of course to preserve it and recite it, is Our
responsibility. 3

The word Qur’in means something that is recited, and
the word Book means that is written. The word ‘Qur’an’
has been repeated several times in the holy Qur’an.' Allah
has revealed this Qur’an. This is from Allah, there is no
interference of any human being in this, therefore it rightly
deserves to be duly respected and given reverence. It is
Honourable Qur’an which was sent by Allah. The apostle
Gibriel has brought it down. The Holy Prophet Muhammad

{fljﬁkﬁfg}ﬂ } rccited and dictated. The respecied

Companions of Holy Prophet (Hﬁﬁhiig}‘ ) wrote it, the
Learned men (Ulema) and the pious persons publicized it

i)  Allah is honourable. 2
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ii) The Holy Prophet (#ﬁlﬂﬁf& } of Allah is

respectable. *'

111) The Companions of the Holy Prophet are
respectable. *

iv) The Learned persons (Ulema) and the pious
persons are respectable.”

Then the night it was revealed, is more dignified than
one thousand months.** And whatever was revealed is of so
much significance that if it had been brought down on a
mountain, that would have been defaced.”> It was the

eminence of the Heart of Holy Prophet ((};,:lcjbfd‘ ) on

which it was revealed.*® Then whatever was revealed has
the dignity to describe everything in a splendid manner.”’
Nothing is left unrevealed. It is most dignified that when it
is recited, the listeners must remain silent.*® When its
recitation is started, protection of God must be sought from
the Devil.* It is the greatness of the Book of Allah that if
all the Genie and human beings come together, they could
not even make a single verse of the Qur’an.”

The Book, which is so managed in a dignified and
ceremonial way, will it not deserve utmost respect?
* Certainly it is honourable, which is called Qur’an—i-Azim
(Magnificent Qur’an),”’ which is called Qur'an Majid
(Respectful Qur’an),”? which is called Qur’an Karim
(Merciful Qur’an).™ If the pages of Qur’an get old and
decayed and rendered illegible, even then its respect and
reverence 1s due. It should be buried after it is wrapped in a
cloth or it should be kept at such a high place where it
should not be disgraced in any manner. ** The real
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significance of Qur’an is manifested from these traditions
(Prophet’s Sayings):

1) The superiority of Qur’an on all the Books
is the same as the superiority of Allah on all
the Creatures; because Qur’an came from
Him and will return to Him. **°

ii) Of course, of all the -beloved creations
which have come from Allah, you cannot
get the nearness of Allah without Qur‘ﬁn.m

This relation of Qur’an with Glorious Allah, has made
it so respectable, that it was ordered:

Only those touch 1t (Qu-r’ﬁn} who are really
clean and purified.”’

Because the Book 1s sacred and clean:

The Holy Prophet (H/jﬁlﬁjﬂl&i ) of Allah who

recites the sacred and clean Books. 38

The Prophet (#&fﬂ!(}‘a ) said:

Do not touch the Qur’an until you are clean and
purified. *

Thercfore some of our fore—fathers did not enter that
House without Ablution, where holy Qur’an was kept. 40

[slam emphasizes on dignity of even general Books,
and Paper and Pen.*' Then why there will be no dignity and
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respect of Qur’an! The splendour of this written Qur’an is
this :

&
1) One thousand rewards (w—!¥) for reciting
Qur’an by heart and another one thousand

&
fold rewards (=¥} for reciting it from
book. *?

i1) Seek the blessings from Qur’an, because it
s the Words of Allah (Allah’s Kalam).

i) Qur'an is superior to everything except
Allah, ‘and Qur’in’s superiority to all
other books is same as Allah’s superiority
over His Creatures. Whosoever revered
Qur’dn, he / she revered Allah, whosoever
did not respect the Holy Qur’an, he / she
is disrespectful to Allah. Qur’an, in the
eyes of Allah 1s as honourable as a son in
the eyes of his father — whosoever made
Qur’an like a leading guide, the Qur’an
will take him / her to the Paradise. And
whosoever kept it at the back, then Qur’an
wiil take him / her towards the Hell by
pulling.

Allah Ta‘la has commanded:

O the holders of Allah’s Book! Accept Allah’s
Commandments by respecting Allah’s Book—
His Affection will be more for you, and He will
make vyou beloved in the hearts of His
Creatures.**
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1v) Whosoever will always read Qur’an by
seeing, his eyesight will remain preserved
till his / her life.

v) Keep your mouth clean, because it is the
way for Qur’an.*

Q

75 years ago, when this humble person came in this
world, he saw the Muslims respecting the holy Qur’an
whole — heartedly. The holy Qur'an was used to be

wrapped 1n a small jacket (d;;) of extremely good quality
of cloth, and kept in the same decent cover ((-f1s 7). It was

read by placing it respectfully on a stand (Jﬂ) specially

made for Qur’an. Nobody was seen reading by keeping it
on ground, or in any manner which is disgraceful. The
respectable Caliphs honoured it, the Honourable

Companions of the Holy Prophet ((L;.:lﬁj!l(_k )} honoured
it, the Reformers of the nation honoured it.

1) The honourable Caliph Umar
(,w&ﬁ,illﬁ) said:

Respect the Qur'an. "’

1) The respected Caliph Usman

(;;Jgﬁlu:f,), while holding the Qur’an,
used to kiss it and rub it on his face. *®

ii1) ‘The honourable Abdullah Bin ‘Umar used
to kiss the Qur’an and say,
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My Allah’s Charter, my Allak’s Deed. ¥

1v) The honourabla ‘Akrama
(;ﬁdﬁﬁl@)mbbed the Qur’an on his
face, and said:

This is my Allah’s Book, this is my Allah’s
Book. *

It was the respect and reverence of Qur’an that the
ancient Qur’an of Caliph Usman ( #;J[,J* ;biu‘ﬂ) was
vowed 1in the Treaty of Warsaw in the Second World War.
It was taken by the Turkish officers from Madina
Munawwara to Istanbul 1n the First world War, then it was
carried during the World War II from Istambul to Germany,

under the condition that within six months of

implementation of Treaty, it would be handed over to King
Hijaz. '

The mind cannot comprehend the depth understood by
heart, that’s why the heart will be questioned, the eye will
be questioned, the ear will be questioned.™

Q

You have got acquainted with the Commands regarding
Reverence of Qur’an, now go through the Commands
regarding prohibition of disgrace and humiliation of
Qur’an.

i) The Holy Prophet ((]’;,:luﬁid" ) affirmed:
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Do not keep the Holy Qur’an except at its own
place. *?

It implies that it should be respected, and not to
be kept at a place where it 1s disgraced.

ti) The honourable Umar Bin Abdulaziz
(o b1 59) said:

Do not keep the Qur’an on such a place where
it is being ridden over.™

iii)To keep the Qur’an on floor, to keep our feet
towards Qur’an or using it as a. pillow or
reading. it by keeping it on feet, or placing it
among footwears, if it is with the intention of
dishonouring, it is (Kuft) infidelity, otherwise it
is a serious sin, as these actions are against the
Reverence of Qur’an.>

Q

This Fatwa (verdict delivered by a Qazi) of the Mufti
Sheikh Muhammad Sileh al-Uthaymin of Saudi Arabia
deserves our attention:

Certainly the grandeur of the glorious Kitab
Allah (Holy Qur’an) comes from the perfection
o faith, and it is the utmost respect of Allah
.a‘la. To spread feet towards Qur’an or
towards that Box in which Qur’an is kept, or sit
on such a chair and table under which there are
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Qur’an, it 1s disgraceful of the honourable Holy
Qur’an. Therefore the respectable learned men
(Ulema) have regarded it obscene to spread the
feet towards Qur’an when this action is not by
the intention of dishonour. If it is by the
intention of disrespect, then it is infidelity,
because Qur’an is the Words of Allah.

And further said:

If you see any onec that he / she has spread the
feet towards Qur’an, whether Qur’an i1s on the
table or on the floor ...or see any one sitting on
the chair, under which is placed

Qur’an, then immediately remove Qur’an away
from the feet and beneath the chair, and tell
him / her not to spread the feet towards Qur’an
and to respect the honourable Words of Allah.
The logic of this advice is that this action is
against the honour of Qur’an. (Understand by
this example): If any person is sitting before
you, then for the sake of respect, you will not
spread the feet towards him, while the
reverence of Qur’an is much more than him. >

In brief, the significance of reverence of Qur’an is
evident from Qur’anic verses, Honourable Traditions, and
the actions of the Reformers of the nation. There is no’
doubt about it. We should adopt the same way of action

which pleases Allah and His Holy Prophet ( ;ﬁhﬁf& ).

May Allah Ta‘la keep us away from the disgracefulness of
the great and honourable Qur’an (Amen).
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